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All you hear is “systems”

Without undressing me down to the sum of my parts you cannot 

achieve that checking-your-privilege erection.

You defend dogma cuz it’s all you’ve got left

But

And won’t stick around when you can no longer see it.

moment.

You steal our dignity and undermine our friendship

When the dots connect 

And I see you seeing me through the activist gaze.

—Rakhee Devasthali   

 hierarchical structures.

-Zapatistas
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 Listen to 
people of color. Once you’ve learned enough from people of color 

so you can tell them what to do.
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We are told that resistance lies in “speaking truth to power” rather 

trained “white allies” that the very things we need to do in order to 
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2 “"is monster—the monster they’ve engendered in me—will return to 
torment its maker, from the grave, the pit, the profoundest pit. Hurl me into the 
next existence, the descent into hell won’t turn me. I’ll crawl back to dog his trail 
forever. "ey won’t defeat my revenge, never, never. I’m part of a righteous people 
who anger slowly, but rage undammed. We’ll gather at his door in such a number 
that the rumbling of our feet will make the earth tremble” (George Jackson, Blood 
in My Eye, 1970).
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1 It is worth noting that whiteness as a social category was created and 
promoted by plantation owners and other capitalists in the early days of Ameri-
ca’s colonization in order to put a wedge between the workers they were exploit-
ing. Before this, poor fair-skinned people were dirty Irish, criminals expelled 
from England, indentured servants, trash, etc. "is was done through both 
extreme terror campaigns against those who co-conspired in insurrections on 
plantations, shipping docks, and urban centers as well as by convincing the poor, 
recently named “whites” that they had special privileges that were under threat 
by those of darker skin color, thus creating a perfect situation for the no-longer-
shook capitalists when whites began putting racial solidarity above class solidar-
ity. So nowadays, most persons of color live in crippling poverty while white 
capitalists still are rich fucks ruling over them. What is o#en overlooked, how-
ever, is that in exchange for accepting the privileged position of white, whites still 
make up half of those in the United States living in poverty, le# to the whims of 
the same ruthless whites in power. "at is to say, selling out one’s class members 
and helping to prop up a racist system through clutching on to a psychology that 
our white friends, family, and selves are somehow more exalted than nonwhite 
folks has for hundreds of years e$ectively been a shot to our own feet.
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 is short excerpt, a re#ection coming out of the Occupy Oakland 
movement, is from the Who Is Oakland zine, April 2012, available on 
the Escalating Identity blog, https://escalatingidentity.wordpress.com/

Communities of color are not a single, homogeneous bloc with iden-
tical political opinions. "ere is no single uni#ed antiracist, femi-
nist, and queer political program that white liberals can somehow 
become “allies” of, despite the fact that some individuals or groups of 
color may claim that they are in possession of such a program. "is 
particular brand of white allyship both $attens political di%erences 
between whites and homogenizes the populations it claims to speak 
on behalf of. We believe that this politics remains fundamentally 
conservative, silencing, and coercive, especially for people of color 
who reject the analysis and #eld of action o%ered by privilege theory.

In one particularly stark example of this problem from a December 
4, 2011, Occupy Oakland general assembly, “white allies” from a lo-
cal social justice nonpro#t called the Catalyst Project arrived with an 
array of other groups and individuals to Oscar Grant / Frank Ogawa 
Plaza order to speak in favor of a proposal to rename Occupy Oak-
land to “Decolonize / Liberate Oakland.” Addressing the audience 
as though it were homogeneously white, each white “ally” who ad-
dressed the general assembly explained that renouncing their own 
white privilege meant supporting the renaming proposal. And yet in 
the public responses to the proposal it became clear that a substan-
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tial number of people of color in the audience, including the found-
ing members of one of Occupy Oakland’s most active and e"ective 
autonomous groups, which was also majority people of color, the 
“Tactical Action Committee,” deeply opposed the measure.

What was at stake was a political disagreement—one that was not 
clearly divided along racial lines. #e failure of the renaming pro-
posal, however, was subsequently widely misrepresented as a con$ict 
between “white Occupy” and the “Decolonize / Liberate Oakland” 
group. In our experience, such misrepresentations are not acciden-
tal or isolated incidents but rather a repeated feature of a dominant 
strain of Bay Area anti-oppression politics that—instead of mobiliz-
ing people of color, women, and queers for independent action—has 
consistently erased the presence of people of color in interracial co-
alitions.

White supremacy and racist institutions will not be eliminated 
through sympathetic white activists spending several thousand 
dollars for nonpro%t diversity trainings that can assist them in rec-
ognizing their own racial privilege and certifying their decision to 
do so. #e absurdity of privilege politics re-centers antiracist prac-
tice on whites and white behavior, and assumes that racism (and 
o&en by implicit or explicit association, sexism, homophobia, and 
transphobia) manifests primarily as individual privileges that can 
be “checked,” given up, or absolved through individual resolutions. 
Privilege politics is ultimately completely dependent on precisely 
that which it condemns: white benevolence.
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This fragment of a longer piece was taken from You Can’t Shoot 

—James Baldwin
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The Moral Economy of the Crowd in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury
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Accomplices Not Allies

noun: accomplice; plural noun: accomplices
a person who helps another commit a crime.
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