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intro/Addendum to the 2nd Edition
Or, how this zine got me kicked out of a zine fest
January 2025

The birth of “The Price of Zines is Too Damn High” came last summer upon
seeing promotional materials for the Midwest Queer/Trans Zine Fest such
as the one on the back cover inviting attendees to “spend $100 on zines
and a vegan burger as a treat” That plus seeing increasingly exorbitantly
priced zines around town led me to see the necessity of an intervention.

I began by writing about one exorbitantly priced zine that particularly
yanked my chain. | mentioned in detail the topic of the zine in question in
order to tie it to my personal experience with that topic. | alsc noted that
between the combination of topic and price, I was able to

correctly guess the creator m B

of the zine, which was true.

Later on, | decided to go el
ahead and apply to table at
the Midwest Queer/Trans
Zine Fest, and was accepted.
After all, nothing about
their invite said you *have*
to charge exorbitantly, and

| also know at these sorts

of events that at these sorts
of events a lot of people
without a lot of money thirst
for the type of stuff | make
and distro. At the event |
gave away a hundred or so
copies of this zine for free.
On Day 1 | got exclusively
positive reviews and lots of
thank yous.
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the person who's zine |
had seen at the bookstore
was also there, and none too pleased. On Day 2 they confronted me and
demanded | remove all copies of the zine. | declined their invitation, but |
thought we'd had a reasonable conversation, until they stormed off.

Not long afterwards, two of the event organizers barged up to me, telling
me I had “15 minutes to leave”, Despite the peculiar timing, they never
mentioned this zine directly. Instead, they accused me of harassing the fest
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on instagram {which | do not use). After some back and forth (bewildered
on my part and belligerent on theirs) they showed me this post from
mastodon, which is not instagram (who reads mastodon anyway? that’s why
{use itli},

Again, to emphasize, this was a screenshot, on mastodon, and so the only
way whomever! this person is, or anyone else for that matter, would see it,
is if they specifically looked it up in between spending their $50-200 at said
zine fest.

After some further questioning, the angry presumed organizers claimed
that this, and i quote, “violat[ed] our safe space policy”, ordered me to leave
within 15 minutes, and then stormed off. This was with about 4 hours left

in the event, so | started to slowly pack up, but so many people wanted to
take my zines and talk for the rest of the afternoon, that | didn't actually end
up leaving until 4:55 or so. Perhaps thanks to the friends (both old and new)
I'd made at the event advocating for me, | never had any more belligerent
encounters.

What's more, | made a fuckton of money, a bunch of which | was able to
immediately give to an imprisoned comrade’s commissary, even tho half my
table was free and | asked only $3-6 for items on the other half. Someone
even traded me a thc bev and some gummies!! Hey haters, did anyone trade
YOU a thc bev and some gummies?? No?? Too bad, you could probably use em to
chill tfout!!

Anyway, if you've made it this far: to the zine maker whose zine originally
yanked my chain, | apologize. | should not have crafted this story in a
way that risked portraying the problem | seek to address within, as your
overpriced zine. To you, and to readers, | would like to avow: the problem
is not any one person’s overpriced zines. The problem is Lots and Lots of
People’s Overpriced Zines, taken together—indeed, the entire culfture that
fosters the price of zines being too damn high.

To all other readers: perhaps you are reading this at a zine fest. Perhaps
even at a zine fest in which the organizers will succeed in kicking me out
this time. Or kicking YOU out! If this is the case, take pride and rejoice. Zines

want to be cheap or free! § m . Ta # = S

1 Curiosity got the best of me and i later looked this person up, discovering that they
are apparently a Well Known (except by me and all my friends) Boutique Zine Person
around town. They have a bunch of zines for sale for sliding scales like $10-50 and $20-30,
but don't worry, if you are a person of color or low income, you can email them to get a free
digital copy, but only if you're on government assistance, but don't worry, we won't make
you prove it! One of these zines, and i am not at all making this up, Is about artists getting
priced out of stuff,
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